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The Value of Better Wetland Buffers

Introduction

Later this year, the Sussex County Council will vote on adopting a revised and updated wetland buffer ordinance.  While this may sound like a mundane issue to many, for a county like Sussex, wetlands are critical to its environment, economy and quality of life.  The supply of naturally occurring wetlands is fixed, these resources are extremely valuable, and if not protected there is no guarantee of future preservation.

The purpose of this series is to provide citizens with a balanced perspective on Sussex County’s efforts to pass an ordinance to protect the property values, quality of life and safety of its residents by requiring more-extensive natural buffers between new residential developments and wetlands and waters. The County’s goal is to balance the protection of water quality, wildlife habitat, flood prevention and property rights. 

To advance this goal, in 2019, the County established the 13 member Sussex County Wetland and Buffer Working Group. The Sussex Alliance for Responsible Growth (SARG) is represented on the Working Group and is the author of this series.  

The details of these issues are complex and not common knowledge for many citizens at large.  SARG, through this series will provide simplified but accurate information on these issues drawing from credible sources. We also welcome and encourage the public’s perspective and encourage everyone to engage in this most important discussion in the pursuit of public/private balance in land use regulations. 

The primary motivation behind the County’s effort with this proposed ordinance is rooted in the 2018 Sussex County Comprehensive Plan and more specifically stated in Conservation Element of the Plan. 
 “As the population of Sussex County grows, development may occur in close proximity to natural resources. However, through a combination of land preservation efforts and land use planning practices, the impact of development on natural resources are being minimized. Sussex County and a range of public and private parties are striving to preserve, protect, and manage Sussex County’s natural environment. This plan element addresses the conservation measures that Sussex County and others are and should consider undertaking to protect the area’s ecology.” 

The Sussex County Alliance for Responsible Growth- SARG is a grass root organization whose charter is to operate as a non-partisan alliance to inform, educate and engage the citizens of Sussex County as to the critical importance of the development, adoption and implementation of the Sussex County Comprehensive Plan. 

The SARG Value of Better Wetland Buffers series will explain the value proposition for Better Buffers. A proposition that touches a broad cross section of stakeholders to include”

· Preservation of property value of residents who currently live in neighborhoods and communities adjacent to natural resources who would not be affected by new buffer guidelines, but may be harmed by future development practices upstream of their homes, businesses and communities.

· Property value appreciation of future residents who plan to purchase homes in communities where adjacent natural resource preservation would benefit from enhanced buffer guidelines.
· Businesses throughout Sussex County that are dependent on healthy and sustainable natural resources to draw millions of locals and tourists to our beaches, bays and inland waterways that insures future economic value.

· Future property value appreciation for farmers and other landowners because of the demand for land with healthy natural resources including waterfront and wetlands. 

Simply put, everyone benefits from the value of better buffers, those who live here, those who visit and all of those who make a living here are dependent on vibrant and sustainable natural resources. 

The SARG Series on The Value of Better Buffers will cover:

· Part l - Defining Wetlands and Water Natural Resources 

· Part ll - The Purpose and Science Behind Buffers 

· Part lll - Current Conditions of Sussex County Wetland and Waterways

· Part lV - Wetland Buffer Group and the proposed Ordinance 

· Part V - Balancing Private and Public Interests 

· Part Vl - How can the public get involved in this effort?
We invite you to read Part I in the SARG series- Defining Wetlands and Water Natural Resources.
We encourage you to share this commentary with your family, neighbors, organizations and affiliations.

 If you no longer want to receive communications from SARG please request that you be removed from the SARG distribution list.

Thank you in advance for your interest and engagement in this critical topic!
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